Amoxycillin Rash in Infectious
Mononucleosis SIR,-Ampicillin when given in infectious mononucleosis is known to produce a morbilliform rash changing after a few days to a typical copper colour and clearing spontaneously after 10-14 days.
I wish to report that in two cases of infectious mononucleosis (blood film and Paul-Bunnell positive) in teenage girls a similar eruption resulted from the administration of amoxycillin (Amoxil). rubber Foley catheter, the balloon being inflated with 10 ml of sterile water. On attempting to remove the catheter two days later, it was found that the balloon could not be deflated with a syringe. The catheter was cut across but no fluid emerged from the inflating channel. Like vour correspondents I considered overinflation of the balloon and injecting ether or paraffin too dangerous. A simple manoeuvre was finally resorted to. Gentle traction was applied to the catheter stump and the balloon was located from the vagina. A fine sterile hypodermic needle was passed through the ant-rior vaginal wall into the bladder in order to puncture the balloon. The catheter was then easily withdrawn. Smallpox Rash Dr. W. F. JACKSON (Southampton) writes: It is customary to describe the rash of smallpox as "centrifugal" in distribution, and this description is nerpetuated in at laast two recent accounts. I think this is a potentially misleading description. Certainly the rash will apoear more dense peripherally at any stage of the illness, but its progression will usually be centripetal. The rash tends to spread towards the trunk, and not away from it. In temDoral terms the smallpox rash is never "centrifugal."
